APPLICATION SUMMARY

Concept: Promoting Academic Integrity in Assessment:
Strategies and Best Practices

Brief summary of concept:

Academic integrity is foundational to the educational process, ensuring that assessments
accurately reflect student learning and are conducted fairly and honestly. This paper explores
effective strategies for promoting academic integrity in assessments, incorporating principles
from the EAT Framework. This approach not only safeguards the validity of academic
evaluations but also fosters a culture of honesty and ethical behaviour among students.

Promoting academic integrity involves more than deterring plagiarism and cheating; it
encompasses fostering an institutional culture that values honesty as a cornerstone of
education (McCabe et al., 2001). The EAT Framework supports this holistic approach by
emphasising transparent and fair assessment practices that align with institutional integrity
policies (Evans, 2016).

Brief summary of approach:

Strategies for Promoting Academic Integrity

1. Clear Expectations and Policies

Setting clear expectations for students is crucial. Detailed syllabi and assessment guidelines
should articulate what constitutes academic dishonesty and the consequences of such actions.
This clarity helps prevent integrity breaches by ensuring students understand the rules and
expectations from the outset (Bertram Gallant, 2008).

2. Designing Assessment to Support Integrity

Assessment design can significantly impact the likelihood of academic malpractice.
Incorporating a variety of assessment methods (such as portfolios, presentations, and in-class
assignments) can reduce opportunities for cheating. The EAT Framework suggests that
assessments should be closely aligned with learning objectives, which can be tailored to
individualise student tasks, making dishonesty more difficult and less tempting (Carroll, 2002).

3. Use of Technology to Detect and Deter Plagiarism

Technological tools play a crucial role in upholding academic integrity. Plagiarism detection
software, such as Turnitin, provides both a deterrent and a mechanism for identifying potential
cases of academic misconduct. These tools should be used transparently, with students aware
of their use and the rationale behind them (Sutherland-Smith, 2008).

4. Educational Approaches to Integrity

Educating students about the importance of academic integrity and the skills needed to adhere
to its principles (such as proper citation techniques) is as important as punitive measures.
Workshops, modules, and resources can empower students to uphold integrity standards
voluntarily (Fishman, 2014).



5. Fostering a Culture of Integrity

Creating a culture that promotes honesty involves more than just rules and policies; it requires
cultivating an environment where integrity is a shared value among all university stakeholders
(McCabe & Trevino, 1993).

Benefits of Promoting Academic Integrity

e Trustworthiness of academic credentials: ensuring that all students adhere to integrity
standards helps maintain the value and credibility of academic qualifications.

e Development of ethical professionals: by instilling a sense of integrity in academic settings,
institutions contribute to the development of ethically responsible professionals.

e Enhanced learning environment: a focus on integrity enriches the learning environment by
emphasising fairness and respect, crucial components of effective learning communities.

Challenges and Considerations

e Consistency in enforcement: applying policies consistently across all departments and
faculties is challenging but essential for fairness and effectiveness.

e Balancing detection and education: while detection tools are necessary, over-reliance on
technological solutions without adequate educational support may fail to foster a true
understanding of academic integrity among students.

e Cultural and institutional differences: different cultural understandings of plagiarism and
integrity may require tailored approaches to policy and education, particularly in
international educational settings (Bretag & Mahmud, 2016).

Conclusion

Promoting academic integrity in assessment is a complex process that requires comprehensive
strategies ranging from clear policy implementation and innovative assessment design to
educational initiatives and cultural development. By integrating the principles of the EAT
Framework, institutions can create robust systems that not only deter dishonesty but also build
a lasting culture of integrity.
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